Jewelry to adorn the human form divine is now at this advanced stage of civilization considered a necessity, but the idea seems to be growing on the abler men of our profession that its display in the mouths of our patients is not so imperatively demanded ; and that notwithstanding the strides that dental science and art have made, we as vet lack that without which we cannot claim for ourselves any reasonable proximity to success, as far as our means for accomplishing the chief ends of dentistry are concerned? that of the preservation of the natural teeth intact, or nearly so?which calls for a material that shall subserve the office of a preserver, and not at the same time direct attention to the fact that tooth structure is lost, and has been replaced by an artificial substitute. 
